
Westminster City Council 

westminster.gov.uk 

Committee Report 

Date 10 January 2020 

Classification For General Release 

 

Title or report Amendment to Model Conditions 29 and 32. 

Report of Director of Policy, Performance and Communication 

Decision maker Licensing Committee 

Wards involved All 

 

Financial 

summary 

There are no financial implications as a result of this decision. 

 

Report author 

and telephone 

Mr Kerry Simpkin, Head of Licensing, Place and Investment 

Policy. Tel: 020 7641 1840 

 

1. Executive Summary 

1.1 Following feedback on model conditions 29 and 32 from members of Licensing Sub-
Committees it is proposed to make a permanent amendment to these conditions to 
reflect the changes that are made to these conditions during a hearing.  The 
amendments proposed are minor and would reflect the change in product packaging 
and business operations.   

2. Recommendations 

2.1 To amend model conditions 29 and 32 as proposed in paragraphs 3.3 and 3.5 below. 
 
3. Background, including Policy Context 
 

3.1 The council has adopted a pool of model conditions for Licensing Act 2003 
applications which are used to encourage a consistent approach to the imposition of 
conditions on licences or club premises certificates.  The pool of model conditions are 
made available for applicants, residents, responsible authorities and the Licensing 
Sub-Committee to use to address common concerns and ensure agreed measures 
remain in place.  These model conditions were last amended in August 2015.   

3.2 At several recent Licensing Sub-Committee hearings relating to off licence premises 

applications members of the Licensing Sub-Committee were being requested to 

amend model conditions 29 and 32 on a frequent basis.  The amendments that were 

being requested related to the change in the packaging that premium beers, lagers 



and spirits were being sold in and that in some premises self service checkouts were 

being provided for customers to use.   

 

3.3 The current wording of model conditions 29 and 32 are as follows: 

 

MC29 No super-strength beer, lagers, ciders or spirit mixtures of 5.5% ABV (alcohol 

by volume) or above shall be sold at the premises, except for premium beers 

and ciders supplied in glass bottles. 

 

MC32 There shall be no self-service of spirits on the premises, save for spirit mixtures 

less than 5.5% ABV. 

  

3.3 It is now common that premium beers, lagers and some spirits mixtures can be 

provided in cans.  Historically these products were provided in bottles, but the market 

has now changed.  Applicants argued that model condition 29, as it is currently 

worded would prevent the sale of such products due to the type of container it was 

provided in, which was not its original intention.  The Licensing Sub-Committees 

considering these applications agreed with this view and amended the condition by 

adding “and cans” following the word “bottles”.  It is recommended that this condition 

is permanently amended within the pool of model conditions to read:   

 

MC29 No super-strength beer, lagers, ciders or spirit mixtures of 5.5% ABV (alcohol 

by volume) or above shall be sold at the premises, except for premium beers 

and ciders supplied in glass bottles and cans. 

 

3.4 A number of major supermarket and local retail chains that sell alcohol for 

consumption off the premises have now moved to providing self-service check out 

facilities within their stores.  This has meant that customers should be able to scan the 

spirits that they wish to purchase and pay for it themselves at these tills.   However, 

applicants have raised concerns at Licensing Sub-Committee hearings that the 

current wording of model condition 32 would restrict them from being able to sell 

spirits via a self-service checkout.  Spirits continue to be restricted and customers 

would have to request a spirit from a member of staff as self selection from a shelf or 

cabinet is not permitted.  Once they have obtained the spirit from the member of staff 

and the staff member has conducted their age verification checks the alcohol would 

then be provided to the customer who could use a self-service till to purchase it.    

 

3.5 The Licensing Sub-Committees considering these applications could see how the 

current wording of this condition could be misconstrued, although the Sub-Committee 

members felt that officers wouldn’t be so rigid in the interpretation of the condition.  

However, the Licensing Sub-Committees would amend the condition to remove the 

word “service” and replace it with the word “selection”.  This enabled the intention of 

the condition to remain but reassure operators that the condition would not restrict the 

use of self-service tills.  It is recommended that this condition is permanently 

amended within the pool of model conditions to read:   

 



MC32 There shall be no self selection of spirits on the premises, save for spirit 

mixtures less than 5.5% ABV. 

 

3.6 Officers have consulted Westminster’s Police Licensing Team regarding the 

proposals to amended conditions 29 and 32 permanently.   The Police have agreed to 

the wording of these conditions at Licensing Sub-Committee hearings and have no 

concerns with the proposed amendments. 

 
3.7 The model conditions are not an exclusive or exhaustive list of conditions which may 

be included on a premises licence. It does not restrict any applicant, responsible 
authority, or other person from proposing any alternative conditions, nor would it 
restrict a Licensing Sub-Committee from imposing any reasonable condition on a 
licence it considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives. 

 
3.8 If these amendments are agreed officers will update the model conditions document 

which is available to download from the council’s website.  An information item on this 
change will also appear in the Licensing News.  The Licensing Service, Environmental 
Health Consultation Team and Westminster’s Police Licensing Team will also be 
made aware of the change and will inform applicants and their agents when 
discussing their applications.   

 
3.9 The amended conditions would only be applicable to new or variations to existing 

licence applications.  The amended conditions cannot be imposed retrospectively on 
licences that have had model conditions 29 and 32 imposed on them in the past.   

 
4. Legal Implications 
 
4.1 There are no legal implications as a result of this report.   
 
5. Staffing Implications 
 
5.1 There are no staffing implications as a result of this report. 
 
6. Equalities Impact Assessment 
 
6.1 There are no equalities impact in the Committee determining to approve the 

recommendation contained within this report.   

 

If you have any queries about this report or wish to inspect any of the background 

papers, please contact: 

 

Mr Kerry Simpkin, Head of Licensing, Place & Investment Policy 

Policy, Performance and Communications 

Tel: 020 7641 1840, Email: ksimpkin@westminster.gov.uk 

 

Background Papers 

Westminster City Council Licensing Act 2003 Pool of Model Conditions - August 2015 


